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This is the first issue of the first newsletter, underground paper, call it what you will, 
that is a true forum for the dissemination and exchange of everything and anything affecting 


physics students. 
publicize them and implement them, 


We all know the physics estabiichment needs changes and now, 
no one else will. 


If we dente 
If you think the APS, the AIP, Glenn 


Seahorgy or any of the Big Wheels is going to help you, you can just kiss your sweet ass 


goodbye. 
This is a call to action. 


From_a West Coast Correspondent: 
In an era when the spectre of unprecedent- 

ed joblessness haunts the halls of physics, 

the tenured physics establishment has shown 

a callous disregard for the ideas and welfare 


of the young. Tne eagerness with which the 

physics faculty accepts travel allowances to 

empty conferences, lucrative defense con- 
Beracts and fat summer salaries is matched 


only by their insensitivity to the economic 
needs of grad students and new PhD's. They're 


seying, I'm all right, Jack, screw you. A 
restlessness bern out of frustration and 
quiet desperation has created a generation 
gap in physics. Ironically, the physics 
establishnent, which has so magnificently 
bungled the preseat job crisis and has created 
a scientific weaponry of hellish magnitude, is 
now the same group of incompetents supposedly 
leading us out of the wilderness. 

We have seen fellow grad students send 
ever 200 letters in futile attempts to secure 
jobs, while their own thesis advisors accept 
handsome contracts from the Department of 
Defense. We have seen the inventions of 
physics make possible the saturation bombings 
in Vietnam and the incalculable horror of 
‘megadeaths. We have seen "honorable" men go 
to Washington to have their brains picked, 
ideas ignered, reputations exploited. We 
have seen tenure granted to the ones willing 
to sacrifice excellence in teaching to 
accumulate scores of published but empty 

Drcictes. We are tircd of getting rejection 
slips from Physics Today when we want our 
ideas heard, tired cf the same apolegetic 
rhetoric issued by men who have long since 
sold. their souls to the DOD. We call for 
new leadership and new priorities. Throw 
the bums cut. 


Lhe goals of the paper, what we need, 


what you can do are at the end of this issue. 


We have strength. Let's use it. 


Allegory from the East: 


The Northwest 
A Dialogue 


Wind: 


The Chorus 
Solomon Z 
Bradius Vocalus: 
Garius Orgonius: 
Micus Seattilus: 
Physicus Revius: 
Status Vonius : 
Dionius 


A wise man 

An outspoken disciple 
A thoughtful disciple 
A disciple 

An arrogant eider 

A disciple 

An understanding elder 


CHORUS: O great Solomon, our land is in turmoil 
We have been led astray by false prophets. 
Our men are idle, our peers are demoralized. 
Our elders are engaged in a frenzied worship 
of false gods. They are using the temples 
for their own self-agerandizement rather than 
for the benefit of the people of the land. 
They have filled great vaults with their 
useless scrolls while neglecting their 
teaching of the young. O great Solomon, we 
turn to you for counsel. 

SOLGHON: Tell me, what reward is there for 
those elders who do teach. 

BRADIUS: Why none, great Solomon! 

GARTUS: Not true! There is a wreath of 
from the Bendixius tree given to such 
and they are spoken well of among the elders. 

BRADIUS: But these leaves and words do not 
admit the bearer into the higher orders of 
the temple. 

CHORUS: It is only the scrolls. Woe to us! 

SOLOMON: Tell your elders that it is gloriots to 
teach the young. let them spread the word to 


laurel 
men, 


poets, the woodsmen and all peoples 

the Land. Let them open the doors of 

the temple so that people will freely 

* come and go, for it is yet good for 

people to know the truth without par- 

taking in the frenzied worship. And | 
those who follow this counsel should be 
admitted to the higher orders of the 
temple. 

MICUS: But the elders are arrogant and 
will try to subvert this. 

SOLOMON: (with 2a most firm voice) Then 
tell the wise men of NeSFa to support 
you in this endeavor. 

PHYSICUS REVIUS: I warn 
in gold will be dear. 

CHORUS: But the cost of 

is tenfold. 0O woe, the 
scrolls! 

SOLOMON: Tell me more of these scrolls. 

BRADIUS: CRAPPY! 

CHORUS: Woe, it is true! We are not against 

the writing of the scrolls, but this ritual 
has been perverted. 

GARIUS: No longer do the scrolls 
us wisdom. They are used only 
access to the higher orders of 

CHORUS: Woe to us, 

Dread of dread. 
The scrolls are weighed 
Not read. 

SOLOHON: Fhe solution is clear. Tell the 
elders to restore the ritual to its 
rightful place. 

PHYSICUS REVIUS: (arrogantly) What do you 
know of these matters? What would you 
have us do? 

SOLOMON: Let each elder write but one 
scroll a year. 

CHGRUS: O joy! 

The solution is clear. 
Restore the ritual to once a year. 

BRADIUS: But the elders are greedy. They 
take on many disciples to write scrolls 
for then. 

SOLO::ON: The temples are too full. Let the 
elders have but one disciple every six 
years. 

STATUS: But some rituals require enough 
gold for many disciples. 

SOLOMON: Then let many elders share the 
gold and take part in a single ritual. 

DIONIUS: You seem, Solomon, to be a wise 


youl The cost 
y 


of the scrolls 
of the useless 


some 
cost 


impart to 
to gain 
the temple. 


man. (turning to all) Let us heed his 
counsel, 
CHORUS: O great Solomon, praise for your 


counsel, 
Your thought is clear, your 
advice simple. 


And now it's time for some delight 

Now that great Sokomon has spake what's 
right. 

We know at last what must be done 

But many battles must yet. be won. 

So in our thoughts we do reflect 

On many years of sad neglect.... 


blame 
game; 


We do not want to place the 
For all are tainted in this 
We only hope the ill to men 
And live our lives to their 
And live our lives to their 


end 
end. 


Editorial position of the FREE PRESS: 
The editorial policy is to accept any and 
all 


contributions subject to the limitations 
of available space. This is a grass roots 
effort, and we need grass roots support. 
we have is a few people who can take turns 
spending a day or two to put together contributec 
articles. We need more such people. 

Once a month the rotating "editorship" will 
put together an issue. We've ripped off a 
mailing list of about 400 people from nearly 
all of the degree granting institutions. Egg 
month a copy of the FREE PRESS will be ‘ent ® 
the editorship to those 400. If you got this 
issue NO. 1 through the mdéil, you're one of 
them. We're counting on you to carry the ball 
from there. By hook and crook get enough copies 
made to give a copy to each student in your 
department. ‘That way we can maintain distribu- 
tion to maybe 90% of the more than 10,000 
physics grad students, and cheap. But we need 
you to do it. 

You can help by ensuring distribution each 
month within your department. If you can help 
by editing séme month, or with badly needed 
contributions, use the tear-off on the last page 
and let us know. That address will be the 
cential clearing house for everything. And send 
contributions for future issues there too. 

What kinds of contributions? Send in every- 
thing about what students at your cempus are 
doing about curricular reform, what structural 
changes are happening in your department, what 
the job situation is like at your place. We 
have to get the word out so that everybody knows 
what the hell is going on. If we keep our 
heads in the sand, we're powerless to counte t 
manipulation by the power elite. We're ir 
of being docile lambs, content to beirg fucked 
over by the physics establishment, We're tired 
of always being down under. We want to be on 
top. 


What 


all contributions to the FREE PRESS will 
printed in anonymity unless otherwise 
requested. Please tell us who you are so 
hat there exists a possibility for verifi- 
ation of authenticity. Try to be accurate. 
But the FREE PRESS, since it will not en- 
dorse any particular position taken, will 
not guarantee absolute accuracy of anything 
printed. We're depending on all of you to 
supply as much stuff as you can as often as 
you cane 
There are, in addition to the basic 

communications problem partly solved by the 
FREE PRESS, several immediate goals we can 
work on. , 

1. We want the election of graduate stucents 
to the Board of Councillors of the APS. To 
do this we've got to mobilize support. We 
need a voice on the governing boards of all 
the organizations controlling our profes- 
sional lives--APS, AIP, AAPT, etc. 
2. We want the resignation of the leader- 
ship of the APS and the AIP. The men who 
fucked us up are trying to teli us now thet 
they have our interests at heart. bullshit. 
3. There must be graduate student represent- 
ation on all APS, AIP committees, and not 
just im token ferm. How is it conceivable 
-hat the Publications Committee, Economic 
oncerns Committee, Committee on Physics and 
Society have no student members? 

4, Summer salaries of the fat cat faculty 
must be eliminated. While their standard of 
living rises, we go join the bread lines. 

5. We can go to the people--taxpayers, 
especially where state universities are con- 
cerned--to get a 10% pay cut for the tenured 
faculty to make funds available for junior 
faculty. to 

6. We've got ,increase dwareness of the murder 
committed by those who work or have worked 
on the devices of war. Seaborg, Teller, 
Gell-+Mann, K. Watson--<all of then. 

7. Get to work on re-ordering pricrities in 
your own department. Improve teaching at all 
levels; get the tenured staff off their asses 
to do the job of teaching they're supposed to. 


{ 


3% 


8. We've got to push for the establishment of 
rational manpower policies. Let's circulate 
information about how different departments 
are coping with the job crisis, which ones to 
bring pressure on. The Arden-House Proposal 
is the first, and apparently the only, plan 
for short-term solutions. At this writing it 
seems that Iowa State and Stevens Institute 
have adopted some form of it. Let us know 
what's going on at your department. Here is 
a condensed version of the Proposal as presente 
at the APS meeting in New York in February. 


"The present crisis in physics is currently 
expelling significant fraction of highly 
motivated and extremely capable researchers out 
of their profession in addition to producing 
personal tragedies. The situation is growing 
worse at an increasing rate, and shows every | 
indication of continuing to do so unless the 
physics community responds effectively and 
rapidly. What is generally not appreciated is 
the level of responsibility that the entire 
physics conmunity bears for the present situa- 
tion, because it is generally not recognized 
that PhD overproduction is the dominant dynamic 
factor in this crisis....The physics community 
undertook an expansion during the 60's that has 
led to a present PhD overproduction that bears 
no relation to the most optimistic. funding 
predictions of that time....We propose a short- 
term scheme which universities with doctoral 
programs can initiate, which will at least 
reduce the casualty rate. We propose that 
physics departments create slots of research 
support for their PhD's who have neither been 
placed nor whe have voluntarily given up 
physics. The level of support should be approx 
imately the same as it was for the individual 
prior to the awarding of the degree. The funds 
for this support should come specifically from 
those funds usually allocated to incoming 
graduate students. We are essentilly proposing 
that a re-assignment of support priorities be 
made, consistent with reality. Physics depart- 
ments should keep someone who is trained in 
physics in the field, rather than encourage the 
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If you can serve as 
number below, and send 
Also give us your name, etc, 


editor for a future issue, put your name, address and telephone 
it to PHYSICS FREE PRESS, P.O. Box 371, Greenbelt, Md. 20770. 
if you've somehow gotten this issue and can help with 


| i future distribution in your department, We'all add your name to the 400 we have. 


YES 


CI 


NO 
C3 


Editor for at least 
one issue 


NAME 


TMOTEVERTAN 


__ADDRESS 


YES NO 


Local distribution 
(if not already on 


the list of 400) 


VAUD WMD IAAT 


uction of another PhD who will be un- A final note. We can conduct the 


ypportable himself. The scheme will act as 1st Postdce Sveepstakes! The poor will support 
‘3 feedback mechanism--when it is tough to the poor! Ina later issue we 'll have a 
pe euployed, it will be tough to get into coupon to fill out. Send it in with say, 
physics. Those people who got in when en- $10, and a postdcefor the lucky winner is 
ployucnt paraxeters indicated a need won't raffled off. The position will be called 
find themselves suddenly abandoned. Aside the Sweepstakes Chaiz, or more appropriately, 
from insuring research continuity and the Sweepstakes Stool. 


reducing the persona] tragedy rate, the 
plan makes available more trained teachers 
for Lhe improvement of undergraduate 
education. For the immediate future, this is 
a reasonable end effective way of dealing 
with the large time delay which exists be- 
tween market needs and the production of 
research scientists, at little if any cost 
to the university. Unless some version of 
this proposal is implemented, it will be 
increasingly difficult to attract bright 
pescple to coumit themselves in the long 
range foehion that a scientific education 
requires. Obviously, the permanent 
solution to this gort of difficulty is 

not this simple, but we must start now if 
we are to prevent the collapse of science 
in this country." 


Reactions to the proposal are welcomed. 
We hepe to print new idezs for solutions 
as well es extensive documentation, uni- 
versity by university, of what's happening 
to graduate students. Again, the con- 
tinuing life of the FREE PRESS depends 

on letters, articles, fiction, sadder 
non-fiction, poems and any money you can 
spare from as many as possible. The 
central address is the same as on the 
teareoff: 


PHYSICS FREE PRESS 
Ys Oe Bos SL 


Greenbelt, Md. 20770 


